A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
and put to death; the King was captured in South Wales, and
the younger Despenser, caught just afterwards, was also mur-
dered. The young Prince Edward, the heir, was proclaimed
guardian of England, and through the last months of 1326
Edward II was kept a prisoner at Kenilworth. Very early in
the next year, 1327, an effort was made to procure the resigna-
tion of the King, but he would not resign, and Isabella and her
lover were not fully supported in so extreme an effort.
But they got their way. What happened to the imprisoned
King we do not know; it is probable that he continued to
refuse to resign, but it was proclaimed by the heralds that he
had voluntarily surrendered the throne. He was taken about
from one prison place to another, from castle to castle, to
Corfe, to Bristol, and at last to Berkeley, in the Marches of
Wales. There, on or about September 21, 1327, he was almost
certainly murdered. The body was publicly shown, the face
badly distorted in agony. The method of his death was never
known, but popular rumour had it that he had been murdered
by the thrusting of a red-hot iron into his bowels.
Thenceforward the boy Edward, his son, was the nominal
ruler, but the real power for another three years still lay in the
hands of the abominable Isabella and her paramour*
EDWARD III (FIRST HALF)
The Minority. Isabella made her lover, Mortimer, Earl of
March. (He was destined to found a family which later on
married into the Plantagenets, and we shall find one of his
remote descendants legitimate heir to the crown of England.)
As might be expected, the irregular power of Isabella and
her lover sacrificed the interests of the country. The claim
to Scotland was abandoned against the payment of a sum of
money, and young Edward was made to sign his renunciation
of that claim. Mortimer, in his effort to secure himself, not
only abandoned Scotland, but put to death Edward's brother,
the Earl of Kent (the uncle of the boy nominally reigning)—
%ot that was the last of his enormities.
Young Edward HI imposes himself. By 1330 young
Bdwsrf was eighteen, and legally of age to reign. He was
already married to a Princess of Flanders, Philippa of Hainault,
and already had a son by her who was later to be the Black
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